Dear FFGA Members,
 
This newsflash contains five items of upcoming importance:
 
1. Information about our clubs commitment to the annual Decorators' Show House.
 
2. The effect of rising costs on the FFGA Newsletter and membership dues.
 
3. Exchange Director training. 
 
4. Incoming Exchange from Peru.
 
5. Information about Italian Exchange.
 
1. DON'T PASS UP THIS OPPORTUNITY TO ENJOY SOMETHING UNIQUE!
FFGA has historically participated in the support of the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra's fund raising efforts as a club social project by acting as docents at the Decorators' Show House. The task will only require that you devote a few hours for one day. We have been richly rewarded by enjoying some of the finest ideas of Atlanta's best interior decorators as they display their talents in some of the most impressive homes in the city. Please open the attached flyers to find out how you can become a part of this club event and to share a social occasion with other FFGA members.
 
2. Please help us reduce our club's expenses: Each year Friendship Force International requires all member clubs to remit a set fee to pay for FFI's operating expenses. This fee comes from the amount you pay annually as membership dues. Up until this year that fee was $6.00 for each Individual and $10.00 for each Family Membership. This year that FFI fee increased to $10.00 per individual and $17.00 per family. Your club did not raise the dues for it's 2011 memberships. It will likely have to do so for the 2012 membership year but the amount is yet to be determined. 
 
Right now we have 120 memberships and each receives the newsletter through the U.S. Mail. That alone requires $52.80 for only 2 sheets of 11" X 17" paper and does not include the additional $85.00 printing cost and service fee. You can help us keep that amount to a minimum by electing to receive your bi-monthly newsletter via the internet. There are some advantages to doing that beside losing the postage and printing fees. Your newsletter can be published in color, have more pages and use more photographs. It can also be easily posted to the club's website so that it can be viewed at any time, without cluttering up your computer. If you are willing to receive your newsletter by e-mail, please send your name and preferred internet address to the club's publisher: Mr. Harvey Brickley at: mbrickley@bellsouth.net. 
 
3. Have you ever thought "I could do a better job than this Exchange Director."
but you were just not sure what all it would involve? Well now is your chance to learn all the ins and outs of what it takes to be an Incoming or Outgoing E.D. Based on the number of applicants for training she receives, our FFGA Vice President will arrange for an Exchange Director's Training Course on a date to be announced. If you are interested in participating please send your name to Cynthia Williams at: madamew@hotmail.com.
 
4. Speaking about exchanges and exchange directors, The date for the incoming exchange from Lima, Peru has now been set for the first week in September of this year. An Exchange Director is needed as soon as possible to give him/her adequate time to prepare and to select hosts. If you would like to volunteer for this duty please contact either President Dave Kelley at: dgkelley1947@clear.net or Vice President Cynthia Williams at: madamew@hotmail.com.
 
5. New information about the upcoming Italian Outgoing Exchange: 
Marilyn Darmody is the E.D. for this exchange and she has just requested that I forward the latest information about her exchange. The dates are now set for October 4th through 18th, 2011, the second week is optional and includes Verona and Venice. The price will be appoximately $3,000 per person for both weeks. Marilyn states that she has managed to get the Italian E.D. to make room for just a few more Ambassadors. So if you are interested to please get your deposit to her as soon as possible. For more information you may contact Marilyn Darmody at: 770-486-9073 or by e-mail at: dublindarm@bellsouth.net.

In Friendship,
Kent
 
